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N at i o n al  F a m i l i e s  W e e k  2 0 1 4  w i ll  b e  h e ld  f ro m  Th u r s d ay  1 5  M ay 
to   W e d n e s d ay  2 1  M ay  2 0 1 4  ( coi n c i di n g  w i th  th e  Un  i te d  N at i o n s 
In te rn at i o n al  D ay  o f  F a m i l i e s  o n  1 5  M ay ) .

The aim of National Families Week 2014 - the 20th Anniversary of the International Year of the Family - 
is to celebrate the vital role that families play in Australian society. The 2014 theme is ‘Stronger Families, 
Stronger Communities’.
This year’s theme highlights the important role families play as the central building block of our 
communities and that community wellbeing is enhanced by family wellbeing.
National Families Week is a time to celebrate with your family, make contact with your extended family 
and friends, and share in the enjoyment of family activities within the wider community. It is a time to 
celebrate the meaning of family and to make the most of family life. Let’s take the time to reflect on the 
critical role that families play in teaching, supporting and nurturing children, especially as they grow.
Each year, tens of thousands of people and hundreds of organisations celebrate National Families 
Week – Australia’s annual celebration of families. In 2013, over 125,000 people participated in National 
Families Week registered events around Australia, illustrating the importance of families within the 
community.
National Families Week is funded by the Australian Government Department of Social Services as a 
valuable opportunity to demonstrate that families, across the lifespan, are integral to our civil society. 

Why 15 -2 1  May 2014?

P l an  an  e v e nt  o r  ac t i v i t y
Make National Families Week your own! You can participate in any way that is appropriate for you. 
Here are some National Families Week ideas:

For community/nonprofit groups, government organisations and businesses:

• Design and erect a National Families Week display, highlighting services your organisation may
provide that could help families work together.

• Promote your services, events and activities to families in your area through local media outlets and
in public contact areas such as shopping centres and libraries.

• Host a family-friendly day in your workplace, have a BBQ or a morning tea and invite the children and
grandparents!

• Organise an event, such as a seminar, on an issue relevant to families with young children or
providing elder care – e.g. work-family wellbeing.

• Ensure your employees are aware of any family friendly facilities, programs or policies you may have
in place, and encourage them to make use of them.

• Encourage staff to take time for their families.

For famil ies, parents and individuals:

• Celebrate and have fun being together.
• Take time to talk with your child.
• Have a family dinner.
• Get together with family you haven’t seen for a while.
• Join or support a community organisation.

Le t  y ou r  i m ag i n at i o n  r u n  w i ld 
But be sure to check whether you need public liability insurance (see www.ourcommunity.com.au/
insurance for further information). More ideas for activities can be found on our website at www.
familiesaustralia.org.au. You can also access our online Calendar of Events (available at www.
familiesaustralia.org.au/familiesweek) to see what other organisations are doing to celebrate the Week.

P ut  out  a  m e di a  re le as e
You may be a small local organisation, but that doesn’t mean that media won’t be interested in how 
you are celebrating National Families Week. You could highlight the services you provide to families, 
especially if you’ve organised a ‘media friendly’ function or event. Once you have registered your event, 
Families Australia will send a template to assist you in producing your media release.

P ro mote  i t !
Spread the word about National Families Week and your event – use websites, social media, display 
posters in public places, send e-newsletters. Let’s make National Families Week really great!

H e lp  w i th  e v e nts
Register your event with Families Australia before 24 April 2014 and we will send you National Families 
Week promotional products such as balloons, posters, stickers and notepads. Unfortunately, there is 
no cash funding available to assist with events.

Us e  th e  N at i o n al  F a m i l i e s  W e e k  lo g o 
Use of the logo is free of charge. All you need to do is cover the costs of running your event and register 
your event with us. You can use the logo in any way you like to publicise something you are doing 
during National Families Week. For example, use the logo on your letterhead or on an event poster.

Reg i ste r i n g  i s  e as y
You can register your event online through our website at www.familiesaustralia.org.au. Alternatively, a 
copy of the registration form is on this poster – simply complete it and return it to Families Australia.

Contact  Us
Families Australia is happy to answer your questions and talk to you about how you can 
celebrate National Families Week. Contact us by phone on 02 6273 4885 or email to 
admin@familiesaustralia.org.au

Event  Registration Form
YOUR    EVE   NT  DETAILS   
Event Name (if applicable)

Event Type (e.g. morning tea, seminar, BBQ) and purpose of event etc.

Date(s)

How many people do you expect to participate

HOW TO 
PARTICIPATE

IN NATIONAL 
FAMILIES  WEEK

Th e re  a re  m an y  way s 
fo r   co m mu n i t y  g rou p s 
( l a rg e   an d  s m all ) ,  e m p lo y e r s , 
po l i t i cal  le ad e r s ,  g ov e rn m e nt 
d e pa rtm e nts ,  f a m i l i e s  an d 
oth e r s  to  g e t  i n v o lv e d . 

Who Are  We?
National Families Week is run by Families Australia on behalf of the Australian Government 
Department of Social Services.
Families Australia is a national, member-based, not-for‑profit organisation which works to promote 
a national policy environment in which the needs and interests of families, especially the most 
vulnerable and marginalised, can be heard and addressed. Families Australia is funded by the 
Australian Government Department of Social Services and by Families Australia members.
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	Important: Numbers that you provide here will tell us how many National Families Week promotional products we should supply to support your 
event. If you’re holding more than one event, enter the total number of people you expect to attend all events during the Week. Products include 
posters, balloons, stickers, painting sheets and notepads.

If your event is open to the public, would you like it to be promoted on a Calendar of Events on our website?  Yes  No  (Please Tick)

YOUR    CO NTACT   DETAILS   
Organisation Name

Contact Person

Address

		S tate	P ost Code	

Delivery Address (if different to address given above):

		S tate	P ost Code

Organisation Phone ( )	F ax ( )

Organisation Email

Would you like to join Families Australia and receive free membership for the first year?  Yes    No  (Please Tick)

	To assist us with supplying 
promotional products in 
a timely manner, please 
register no later than 
24 April 2014.

How to register?
O n l i n e 	 Go online at www.familiesaustralia.org.au and follow the National Families Week links
M a i l 	 Complete this form and mail to Suite 3, 7 National Circuit, BARTON ACT 2600 
E m a i l 	 Email your details to admin@familiesaustralia.org.au 

National Families Week is timed to coincide with the United Nations International Day of Families on 
15 May. This day is observed by the United Nations to mark the importance that the international 
community places on families as the most fundamental units of society, as well as to show concern 
about their situation in many parts of the world. 
2014 is the 20th Anniversary of the International Year of the Family. Marking this event offers an 
opportunity to refocus on the role of families in development; take stock of recent trends in family 
policy development; share good practices in family policy making; review challenges faced by families 
worldwide and recommend solutions.

For information on how you, your family or your organisation can get involved in National Families 
Week, visit the Families Australia website www.familiesaustralia.org.au/familiesweek/

To  f i n d  out  
mo re   ab out   ou r  
n at i o n al  po l i c y  

w o rk  an d  ac t i v i t i e s 
  p le as e  v i s i t 

www.familiesaustralia.org.au


